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The owners of Rumors Bar & Grill are preparing to bring
their slogan- "It all starts here" - to life on Saturdaywith a
grand openingparty scheduledfrom 6p.m. to 2 a.m. at 125N.
GreenSt.

The festivities will includea street party from 6-11p.m.,dur-
ing which, GreenStreet will be closedbetweenMain and,Mar-
k~t ~treets.. . .'. . '.

LIve entertamIIJent,wll1be proVIded outsIde from 6-9p.m.
with the band Tuf Lukpetfon:p.ing on Green Street to kick off
the party. Foodin the.street will beprovided from 6-9p.m. and
a beer garden will be available from 6-11p.m.

"Burgers and brats will be servedoutsideall evening," said
co-ownerJason Roche.

From 9:30 p.m. to 2 a.m., Stomping Ground will play inside
on the new stage. In addition, prize giveaways, drink specials,
pool tables and darts will be offered during the evening.

Patrons must be 21with a photo IDto enter the bar area.
RoCheand his partners Scott Ferretti and Brian Pedrowant

to,sh:;1rewith the community the results of all their l)ard labor
over 'the past month, working to prepare Rumors for the grand
op'eningpartySatur4ay. '.

"WeopenedFriday the 13thbut wewant to havea big grand
openingto invite the publicto come in and see what. we've
done," Roche said.

The three men bought the building earlier this year and
assumed ownership. officially Aug. 1 with big plans for the
whole building - but their first order of business was a major
renQvation of the former Showdown Saloon on the first floor,
whIch they promptly renamed Rumors Bar and Grill.

Roche said the three agreed it seemed like an appropriate I

name for a bar. . 1 '

, "We sort. of wanted to play around with the idea of 'how
rumors get started in bars and 'have fun with it," Ferretti
said.' ~ ,

That same idea led tq the slogan "It all starts here" ,he
said.

'~Youknow how people say 'This is what I heard' and then it's
'Where! did you,hear: that?' and ,soon." ,

In September, the trio closed the bar for a planned three
weeks, which'turned.into four, to do the renovation;

"Wedid 90percen~of the.work ourselves," Roche said.
That workincludesall-newflooring;a newceilingand a com-

pletelynewbar. . - I

"Wetore out the old bat and built a new one," Roche said.
They also installed newtables and-chairs,a new dance floOr,

a new electrical system, anew heating and cooling unitand
more. They've installed a ~itchen which will open for food
serving in a week or two, Roche said.

Once the work was done, the bar was re-opened to the pub-
- lic.on Friday the ,13th.
- tt\WH~allydidn't lltlvgHiseHiuchatall for lcistFriday, we
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Rumors co-owner SCOTT FERRETTI works on
renovations to the business at 125 N. GreenSt.

just opened the doors and people started coming hi," Roche
said.

CuHosityhas continued to draw many mqrepeople inalUhis
week, said Vickie Butler, day-shift bartender. '

"We had seven people In here at 7 this morning," she said'
Wednesday. \

"We get a.lot of people in at 7 (a,m.)' who are factory work-
ers just getting off-shift," she said.

The doors.are open from 6 a.m. to 3 a.m., Butler said.
Belinda Williams was hired as manager, after serving in that

same capacity at the. local Eagles for the past two years.
Roche works at Nucor and partners Ferretti and Pedro are

co-owners of the local Brickstone Builders. Roche and Ferretti
are also both members of ABATE.who'veknowneach other 10
years.

The three owners now plan to turn their attention to the
!14,000-square-footbuilding's upper three floors.

"There's a lot of history in the building I" Roche said.
It opened as the Monon Hotel in 1927 and operated until its

closingin 1977. '., ' . .

"It's going to take a lot of work but once you look past all the
cobwebs, it's gorgeous," he said.

The next step is the second floor, which they hope to open as
part of the bar and grill within a year. The owners also hope to
have a balcony like the old hotel.

Plans for the third and fourth floors are not definite yet but

ideas(the owners have considered include restored hotel rooms,
condos or office space. .

Roche dismissed the notion of taking much of a rest break
before plunging ahead with work on the second floor.- ,-

I"Wemight take a day or:tW(joff butothen:vis~, we're going
to start on it pretty Hi,lichirriitH~diafely,"ti~ said.
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